
Shawneeland Sanitary District Advisory Committee (SSDAC) - Minutes of May 2, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. 

Those in attendance were Barry Van Meter, Jeff Stevens, Rhonda Sargent, Kevin Alderman, Director of Public 

Works, Joe Wilder and four (4) residents.  George Bishop, SSDAC member and Supervisor Shawn Graber were 

absent.   

Rhonda called for approval/correction of the February meeting minutes.  Motion to accept the Minutes as 

presented was made by Jeff and seconded by Barry.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Manager’s Report: 

 

See Attached Manager’s Report. (Attachment 1) 

New Business: 

 

Update on Crystal Lake (Cherokee Dam) Remediation: 

 

• Joe Wilder indicated that Crystal Lake has risen and continues to rise.  With the lake water level 

continuing to rise, the remediation cannot be performed.  Remediation is still a priority, once the 

rain stops it is anticipated that possibly in June, the water level will begin to drop approximately 

one (1) foot per week and return to the previous level. 

• A Task Order has been signed with Viola Engineering PC and American Concrete Services 

(ACS) listed as a subcontractor to perform the repairs.  ACS is ready to perform the remediation; 

however, it cannot be done until the water level in the lake drops.  If the water level was only up 

by one (1) or two (2) feet the work could be done; however, the water level is up by 

approximately seven (7) or eight (8) feet. 

• After some additional evaluation, is anticipated that the cost to complete the remediation will be 

$130,000 to $140,000.  The remainder of the $380,000 originally requested to perform the work 

will be returned to the Shawneeland Sanitary District reserve account.  

• It may be necessary to carry forward the funds from the current fiscal year budget to the fiscal 

year 2023 budget if the work cannot be performed by June 30, 2022.  A carry forward would be 

required as a purchase order was not issued for the work.   

• Staff will continue to monitor the level throughout the swimming season.  It is anticipated that the 

water level will be extremely low by late summer or early fall.  Thus requiring the carryforward 

of funds for the remediation. 

• It will take approximately one (1) week to complete the remediation (start to finish). 

Update on Tomahawk Mailhouse Mailboxes 

• George Bishop is now on/in charge of the subcommittee regarding the need for replacing 

existing mailboxes as well as adding new ones due to the amount of new homes that are 



being/have been constructed.  A report was prepared based on his March 4, 2022 discussion with 

Mr. William Knapp of the USPS.  (Attachment 2) 

• The post office no longer purchases/installs Cluster Box Units (CBU’s).  Consequently, Mr. 

Knapp provided Mr. Bishop with a website where Shawneeland can purchase the required CBUs 

(Type III, Model #3316) 

• Once the CBU’s have been ordered and arrive, Shawneeland will need to tag the new boxes to 

match the current ones.  At that point, a representative from the post office will come out and 

remove the locks from the CBU’s currently installed.  The new boxes will be installed and then 

the post office will provide the residents with new keys. 

• There should only be a minor disruption in service per the post office. 

• Shawneeland can have the old mailboxes and dispose of them at their discretion (i.e., sell).  Once 

the new CBU’s have been installed, Mr. Knapp will provide Shawneeland with a letter to this 

affect.  

• This will occur during at some point during fiscal year 2023 (which begins July 1, 2022). 

 

Shawneeland Bus Stop Report 

 

• Next school year, based on the information contained in the Manager’s Report, students will no 

longer wait for/depart the bus at the Tomahawk Trail bus stop.  It will be shut down and all 

students from the Tomahawk Trail site will wait for/depart the bus at the Maple Trail bus stop.  

This decision was based on safety concerns/recommendations from the Frederick County Public 

Schools Assistant Deputy Director of Transportation, Calvin Davis and Deputy Roberts, 

Frederick County Sheriff’s Office Traffic Division (Please refer to Attachment 1 for specifics). 

• Part of the improvements to the Maple Trail site will include 50 parking spaces to accommodate 

the additional vehicles that will utilize this site.  In addition, there will be a separate means of 

ingress (Maple Trail) and egress (Tomahawk Trail) from the parking lot. 

• Mr. Davis indicated that the transportation department will send a letter to each of the residents 

that will be affected by this change well in advance of it occurring. 

• In addition, the transportation department can alter the bus schedule slightly so that there will 

only be one (1) bus at a time at this location. 

• The shelter currently located at the Tomahawk Trail site, will not be relocated to the Maple Trail 

site. 

 

Request to Hold Farmers’ Market at Tomahawk Trail Mailbox House Extra Parking Lot 

 

• The chairperson informed the SSDAC that she had received a request from citizens within the 

community to hold a Farmers’ Market at the subject location.  She indicated that she had been 

doing research with and talking to various county entities.  In particular, the zoning department 

who indicated that this was not an allowed use/function in an area zoned R5.  Shawneeland is 

Zoned R5.  If the citizens still want to have a Farmer’s Market, it was suggested that they contact 

the fire hall to see about holding one there as a community yard sale had been held there a few 

years ago.  Consequently, it was decided that committee did not need to vote on this request due 

to the fact that per zoning a Farmer’s Market in Shawneeland is not allowed. 

  



Fishing Derby 

 

• Rhonda Sargent, SSDAC chairperson, gave a brief history on the derby as well as a status update.   

• The first fishing derby occurred in 1985.  It is believed that Halos and SKORE were the original 

groups that sponsored and hosted the derby and the sanitary district supplied the fish. 

• Anna Campbell has been the person to organize and plan this event.  However, due to Covid, this 

will be the first one in approximately two (2) years. 

• The posters were made and sent to the office for posting at the mailbox houses.  Prizes have been 

obtained and there is someone that has agreed to take pictures of the participants. 

• The SSCAC chairperson indicated that she had created events on the Shawneeland Facebook 

pages to promote the fishing derby; she stated that she had also put a disclaimer in the event that 

stated that she was not hosting/creating the event.  The event will be held on Saturday, May 7, 

2022. 

• The manager indicated that all fish had been purchased and the two (2) ponds would be stoked 

with 150 fish each and the lake would be stoked with 100 fish on Friday May 6, 2022 
 

 

Public Comments: 

 

• A resident stated that Dogwood Trail has pot holes that need attention. 

• Another citizen wanted to know what was going on with the roads, they need to be addressed. He 

indicated that the tar and chip program had been deferred the previous year and, now again this 

year.  He stated that the fishing derby is not that big of an expense; however, the lake/dam repair 

is and that we don’t all use the lake – we do all use the roads.  He also indicated that he knew that 

the sanitary district staff was not at full capacity and hoped that they were actively trying to 

recruit staff as they are needed.  Lastly, he shared that he’s disturbed to see the dwindling 

participation in terms of the advisory committee and is unsure how Supervisor Graber feels about 

it.  

• Another resident spoke up to introduce himself and indicated that he had just moved to the 

community and wanted to get involved and participate. 

 

Committee Comments: 

• Committee member Jeff Stevens stated that he has had several people inquire about the possibility 

of leaving the gate to the beach unlocked all year.  Some like to play volleyball, etc.  Jeff asked 

the sanitary district manager if this would be possible to which the manager responded that he 

would leave that up to the SSDAC.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Barry and 

seconded by Jeff to add this item to the August 1, 2022 SSDAC meeting agenda.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

Chairperson entertained a motion to adjourn.  So moved by Barry seconded by Jeff.  Meeting was adjourned at 

8:15 p.m. 



ATTACHMENT  1 













Report of conversation with Mr. William Knapp: 

I spoke with Mr. Knapp; on March 4, 2022 

We discussed the mailboxes at the current location and how the SSD should proceed.  

Bill provided the URL for mailboxes.com and we looked at the approved USPS Commercial boxes, the 

TYPE III Cluster Box is the type needed. 

Model #3316 is the option we use and we can select the color of the boxes. 

https://www.mailboxes.com/cluster-box-unit-16-a-size-doors-type-iii-usps/ 

Once the new boxes arrive, SSD needs to tag the new boxes to match current mailboxes, then Mr. 

Orndorff will come and remove the locks of the current boxes. New boxes will be installed, and keys 

provided to customers/residents.  

This is not a time-consuming evolution so there should be only a minor disruption in service.  

The disposition of the old mailboxes will fall to the SSD. Mr. Knapp will provide a letter that the boxes 

are the property of the SSD and can then be sold for recycling if so desired.  

 

 

ATTACHMENT  2 


